Welcome to Broken English, the quick fix for your pronunciation on Fluent American. My name is Geoff. Today, we’re looking at the /a/ sound. Before we begin, some standard notes: to really study pronunciation, please repeat the sounds with me as you listen. I even suggest recording yourself so you can see how you sound, if you are able. Alright, let’s get started.
To make the /a/ sound, your mouth needs to be very wide—this is one of the most open vowel sounds in English. Keep your tongue down. In the United States, this is the sound doctors ask you to make to check your throat.
There are two ways to write this sound. 
The first is with an O. Be careful; this is very common in English. See, for example: “sob”, “mop”, “and box”.
The other way is with an A, like in the words “wasp”, “part”, and “father”.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Again, “sob”, “mop”, and “box”; “wasp”, “part”, and “father”.
Let’s look at some sample word pairs:
father’s watch/	hot pot/   stop watching/ not modern/  office job/  parking spot/ job offer/ doctor’s office
The doctor’s office I stopped at was locked.
There’s a rock in my sock and water in my watch.
The pot on top of the box is hot.
An odd song was playing by my parking spot.
Alright, that’s it for today! Again, record yourself. See if you can pronounce the words like me, and we’ll practice again next time. Thanks for listening!


